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conduct leaves nothing to be desired." Maybe they've
taken away his gun. " His parents are in need of his moral
aid." Where next will morality build its nest ? " Politics
should give way to humanity." It seems that in exposing
myself to Cottin's bullet I was playing politics/
Cottin stayed in prison.
But not for long.
On the i zth of July, 1924, the Chamber was discussing
the question of a legal amnesty. M. Andre Marty1
mounted the rostrum and asked, c Will the Minister for
Justice inform us what is the condition of Cottin, who is
at Melun. I beg you to make a demonstration in favour
of his release from prison. If I allow myself to be insistent
on this subject, it is because the assassin of Jaures 2 is free,
and it is hard for the proletariat to understand why the man
who only wounded M. Clemenceau still remains in prison,
especially since he has already been there five years/
Applause from the Left and the Extreme Left.
M- Maurice Viollette, who brought forward the bill,
said: ' It is a matter for the Government to decide whether
in interpreting the amnesty law, as the Chamber asks it to
do, it would not be wise to take into consideration the
amount of time that the prisoners have already served,
and whether it would be compatible with certain natural
sentiments of humanity, etc/
Then M. Rene Renoult, the Keeper of the Seals,
Minister for Justice,3 said: 61 undertake to examine in
a most sympathetic spirit, the individual cases4 which have
been quoted/
1 A Communist deputy.
8 It will be remembered that Jaures was assassinated on the eve of the outbreak
of war by a man named Vilain, who was brought before the Assize Court and
acquitted.
3 On November i6th, 1919, M. Rene Renoult had been defeated at the Parlia-
mentary elections. M. Clemenceau made it possible for him to return to political
life by giving him his seat as senator for the Var, which elected M, Rene" Renoult
on January i ith of the next year.
* There had been mention of a certain number of other individuals sentenced
for various crimes.